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To understand the Book of Colossians it is helpful to examine the three movements within the 
book itself; they are logical and sequential.  In the first chapter Paul explains the sufficiency 
and singularity of Jesus Christ.  He speaks of the exalted Christ.  Here he identifies for the 
reader what is considered “orthodoxy”.    
 

The word orthodox, from Greek orthos ("right", "true", "straight") + doxa ("opinion" or 
"belief", related to dokein, "to think"),1 is generally used to mean the adherence to 
accepted norms, more specifically to creeds, especially in religion.2  1 - orthodox. Dictionary.com. 

Online Etymology Dictionary. Douglas Harper, Historian. Dictionary Definition (accessed: March 03, 2008). 2 - orthodox. 
Dictionary.com. The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004. 
Dictionary definition (accessed: March 03, 2008). 

 
From the very beginning of Church History there have been those who would seek to 
undermine “orthodox” thinking/theology.  This note is sounded regularly by the apostle Paul.  
It is easily recognizable in 1 Timothy (1:3, 6, 19; 3:7; 4:1; 5:8, 14, 15; 6:3, 10, 20, 21).   There is a 
sense in which “to the victor go the spoils” and those who win the battle define what is 
orthodox.  Fortunately, for us God is the God of His Story and He determines who will win 
and renders certain the preservation of truth.  Thus orthodoxy is capable of an objective 
existence and not defined by subjective fluctuation. 
 
Paul defines orthodox theology as a theology that celebrates the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  It is a theology declaring Jesus in His person and work to be enough in this life and in 
the life to come. 
 
Those who would assault the person and work of Jesus Christ are not orthodox, but heterodox.   
 

Heterodoxy is generally defined as "any opinions or doctrines at variance with an 
official or orthodox position". As an adjective, heterodox is commonly used to describe a 
subject as "characterized by departure from accepted beliefs or standards" (status quo). 
Under this definition the noun heterodoxy is synonymous with unorthodoxy, while the 
adjective heterodox is synonymous with dissident. 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heterodoxy 

 
The word “heterodoxy” comes from the Greek word “heteros”.  The word “heteros” speaks of 
something that is a different kind.  It is not comparing apples and oranges.  Two different 
objects but both are fruits.  It is comparing rocks to people.  Rocks are all together different.  
The word “heteros” speaks of something that is all together different. 
 
In Chapter two, Paul speaks of those who would distort the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
As such they seek to delude the listener (2:4), take them into captivity (2:8), pass judgment on 
them (2:16), and disqualify them of their prize (2:18).  By embracing teaching that is false the 
audience will shift from the hope of the gospel (1:23).  Paul unpacks those ideas that are 
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altogether different than the simplicity that is Christ Jesus.  Anything adding to or subtracting 
from Jesus Christ is heterodoxy. 
 
Paul does not end with this warning.  He moves from orthodoxy to orthopraxy. “Orthopraxy 
is a term derived from Greek orthopraxia, meaning ‘correct action/activity,’ or an emphasis on 
conduct.”  Orthodoxy gives birth to orthopraxy.  Right belief always leads to right action.  The 
two ideas must always follow this sequence and cannot be separated without the death of 
either one.  Paul lays down what the sufficiency and singularity of Jesus Christ looks like 
experientially.  One must always lead with correct thinking, leading to wise choosing, and 
culminating with passionate feeling.  We must always go from how we think to what we do.  
Again, neither one can be separated from the other without great harm.   
 
Who Christ is and what He does changes forever those who taste and see that He is good; 
redemption and adoption perpetually change the soul of the recipient.  As we consider the 
words from Colossae, let us celebrate the truth of Jesus Christ, guard against those who would 
assault His person and work, and live His life in our daily decisions. 
 
 
 
 


